CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Psycho 

Other known title(s): 

Alfred Hitchcock's Psycho 

OFLC ref: 

1600814.000 

Medium: 

Blu-ray disc 

Distributor: 

Universal Pictures 

Director: 

Alfred Hitchcock 
et al. 

Producer: 

Alfred Hitchcock 
et al. 

Country of origin: 

United States 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Chief Censor 

Classification: 

Unrestricted: Suitable for mature audiences 16 years of age and over. 

Excisions: 

No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: 

Contains violence and content that may disturb. 

Display conditions: 

None 

Date of entry in Register: 

14 December 2016 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

14 December 2016 

Date of notice of decision: 

14 December 2016 





Components 

Running time 

Feature (s): 

Psycho 

108:51 

Timed component(s): 

The Making Of Psycho 

94:13 


In The Master's Shadow: Hitchcock's Legacy 

25:58 


Hitchcock/Truffaut 

15:20 


Newsreel Footage: The Release Of Psycho 

7:45 


The Shower Scene: With And Without 

2:30 


Music 



The Shower Sequence: Storyboards by Saul 

4:10 


Bass 



Psycho Sound 

9:57 


The Psycho Archives 

7:48 


Posters And Psycho Ads 

3:00 


Lobby Cards 

1:30 


Behind The Scenes Photographs 

8:00 


Publicity Shots 

8:30 


Psycho Theatrical Trailer 

6:35 


Psycho Re-Release Trailers 

1:50 


Alfred Hitchcock Presents "Lamb To The 

26:08 


Slaughter" 



Notices 

1:10 

Untimed component(s): 

Feature Commentary 


Total running time: 


333:15 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

This Blu-ray disc, containing ‘Psycho’ (the original 1960 film) along with other supplementary 
material about that film, was called in for classification by the Chief Censor under si 3(3) of the Films, 
Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. The original film has been packaged with sequels 
and other Hitchcock films in various DVD and Blu-ray compilations, which between them have a 
variety of classifications, both from New Zealand and in some cases from being cross-rated from the 
Australian classification. The film is an acknowledged cinematic classic. It is an intriguing 
psychological horror that reflects the dark recesses of the 1950s in following a slow descent into the 
mind of a disturbed man who is capable of malevolent misogynistic violence. The nature of the film 
is dark, due to the crime and associated violence, horror, and cruelty. Use of black and white film 
combined with techniques used in editing alleviate the impact of stronger material. The storyline is 
about adults and the themes target a mature audience, but overall the content is unlikely to cause 
injury to the public good if it is more widely available. The supplementary material on the disc helps 
to demystify the film with detailed information about its history. This Blu-ray disc, comprising the 
original 1960 film Psycho and supporting material, is classified as unrestricted M. It is suitable for 
mature audiences who are more likely to understand the genre and appreciate the film's history and 
provenance. This classification does not place any limitation on the right to freedom of expression 
contained in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. 




